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yer appointed is inexperienced or lacking in
ability, while the opposing state's attorney
in the case is a man chosen for his position be-
cause of his ability. Under such conditions
it is scarcely possible for the accused person
to have a fair trial.

A public defender is an attorney elected
by the county to defend those accused of
crime, or of violation of the law, when they
do not have the means for employing an at-
torney. The public defender may also as-
sist working people in the collection of wages
due them, and he may act as attorney in small,
lawsuits for citizens who cannot afford to
engage regular counsel The first public de-
fender in the United States was appointed
in Los Angeles, Calif., in January, 1014.
The plan has been copied in the police
courts of Portland, Oregon, and in New York
City, but most cities have hesitated to adopt
this help for their unfortunates.

PUBLIC LANDS.   See LANDS, PUBLIC.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS.   See SCHOOLS.

PUBLIC UTILITIES, a term applied to
various enterprises operated to serve the
general public. The term includes railways,
both steam and electric; express companies;
mail, telegraph and telephone lines, and light,
heat and power. Formerly all public utili-
ties were under control of private corpora-
tions, who were bound only by the restric-
tions placed upon them by their franchises.
Under this plan many abuses developed, and
the respective governments under which the
public utilities operated were compelled to
assume partial control.

The Interstate Commerce Commission
created in 1887 to supervise railway tariffs
represented the first attempt by the United
States government to exercise control over
public utilities. Since that date railroad com-
missions have been created in almost every
state, and in December, 1917, the Federal gov-
ernment took over the railroads as a war meas-
ure. In the following July the telephone and
telegraph lines were placed under govern-
ment control. After the conclusion of peace
these utilities were returned to their owners,
but this experiment along the line of public
ownership prbvoked a good deal of thought
throughout the country relative to the respec-
tive merits of private ownership, govern-
ment ownership and control, and limited
government supervision of privately owned
utilities. In most cities the water plants are
owned and controled by the municipality, and

there is a growing tendency to place the street
ear and lighting systems -under like control.
PUCCINI, poot cite ne, GiACmiO US5S-
1924), one of the greatest composers of Ital-
ian opera. He was born at Lucca of a dis-
tinguished family of musicians. He studied
at the conservatory of Milan, under leading
masters, and in 1884 produced bis first opera,
Le Villi. Edgar followed, but was unsuc-
cessful, owing to a poor libretto. Man on
Lescaut; his first pronounced success, was
produced in 1893. It was followed by La
Bolieme, which because of its lilting melodies
is one of the opera-goer's favorites. Tosca
was slow in gaining popularity because of its
libretto, but Madame Butterfly, with its
dramatic content brought Puccini unreserved
praise in 1904. He wrote TJie Girl of tlie
Golden West, a popular opera with an Ameri-
can setting. His Turandot was produced hvo
years after Ms death,
PUCK, the name given to an elf or fairy
that plays an important part in English
folklore. He is a joke-loving spirit, dabbling
in the affairs of mortals and indulging in all
sorts of pranks, sometimes helping those who
have a friendly feeling for him. Puck is one
of the chief characters in Shakespeare's MID-
SUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM.
PUDDING STONE.   See CONGLOMERATE.
PUEBLA, pwafbla, or PUEBLA DE
ZAEAGOZA (formerly La Puebla de los
Angeles), MEXICO, capital of the state of
Puebla, on a plateau about sixty miles east
of the City of Mexico. It has wide streets,
spacious squares and well-built houses. The
cathedral is magnificent, and there are a
number of other beautiful churches. There
are also several colleges, a museum, a theater
and a library of more than 100,000 volumes.
Puebla is one of the chief seats of Mexican
manufacturing1 industry, and its principal
products are cotton and woolen goods, glass,
leather, earthenware, straw hats and paper.
The city was built by the Spaniards about
1530. During the Mexican War the United
States troops held the town for some time.
In the civil strife of 1913 and thereafter the
city was held in turn by Villa and Zapata,
and finally by the forces of Carranm Popu-
lation, 1931,114,793.
PUEBLO, pweb lo, the Spanish word for
milage y was the name originally applied to the
villages of certain Indian tribes living in com-
munities of adobe, or stone-built, houses in the
arid regions of Arizona, New Mexico and